The Turn of the Century 				Study Guide
Test on Friday, October 27th 
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Students need to know how to label the following places on a U.S. map-Chisolm Trail   , Kitty Hawk, NC    , Pittsburg, PA   , Chicago, IL
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Chisholm Trail the first cattle trail that began in San Antonio and ended in Abilene

Great Western Cattle Trail | the trail used to guide cattle north to new railrood lines across the Great
Ploins

Black Cowboys of Texas Men who were able fo get jobs in Texas after the Civil War (most were
former slaves)

Wright Brothers Two men who fook the first powered Flight in an airplane they made
themselves

George Washington Carver | African-American scientist who developed hundreds of products from
peanuts ond sweet potatoes

Thomas Edison The inventor of the first ligntbulo

Alexander Graham Bell The inventor of the telephone

William McKinley President of the US during the Spanish—American War

Spanish-American War

The war thot led fo America become a world power; US gained 3 new
territories: Guam, Puerto Rico, & Philippines

Theodore Roosevelt

US president during construction of the Panama Canal

Panama Canal

The man-made short—cut through Central America; connects Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans
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Black Cowboys

« After the Civil war, slaves were free but many had no place to go and no way fo
survive without continuing to work for their former slave owrers (sharecropping).
Many African Americans decided fo head west and became the Black Cowboys of
Texos.

About 4,000 black cowboys worked as farmhands and herded cows along the
cattle trails.

During this time period, African Americans on the cattle trails were treated much
better than anywhere else.

Here, racial segregation was minimal

Block and white cowboys worked, ate, and slept together.

The cowboys’ bosses were interested in skills, not skin color, and black cowboys
often proved themselves on the ranch and in rodeos

FAMOUS AMERICAN INVENTORS
Wright Brothers
« In 1903, Orvile and Wibur Wright made the first powered flight in an airplane
they built themselves.
The flight only lasted 12 seconds, but it wos the beginning of the aviation and
space exploration industries.

George Washington Carver
George Woshington Carver was an African-American scientist who created more
#han 300 products from peanuts and sweet potatoes.
Some examples are plostics, dye, medicines, flour, and fertilizer.
He also taught farmers about the benefits of crop rofation (planting dif ferent
crops each year fo help put nufrients back info the soil).

Alexander Graham Bell
In 1875, Alexander Graham Bell invented a machine to fransmit the human voice
over wires —— the telephone.
The first telephone lines between cities went up in 1877.
By 1880, more than 34,000 miles of telephone wire connected thousonds of
American homes and businesses.
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Thomas Edison
Thomas Alva Edison had more than 1,000 pafents for his ideas and inventions.
He invented the first light bulb and electrical generating system in 1879
He also invented the phonograph, a device made it possible to record sound
Edison also developed the kinescope, a comera-like device that wos the first
successful form of motion pictures.

'WORLD AFFAIRS

Ocvo
* At the end of the 19™ century, there was a lot of unrest in Cuba.
Cuba was under the rule of Spain and wanfed fo be free.
In 1895, Cubans rebelled against Sparish rule,
Americans supported the Cubans because some American businesses had money
invested in Cuban sugar.
American newspapers published exaggerated stories about Spanish treatment of
the Cuban people.
This was called *yellow journalism®, and it was used to gain sympathy for the
Cuban rebels.

President Wiliam McKinley had served in the Civil War, so he knew the horrors of
war.

He didn't want America to get involved in another war.

McKinley came up with a plan to send the battleship USS Maine fo Cuba.

He thought the ship's presence in the Havano, Cuba harbor would calm the
situation,

cmm Maine
* The plan worked for several weeks.
Then on February 15%, 1848, the Maine exploded.
266 men died in the blast.
The cause of the explosion was not obvious, even wounded soldiers on the ship
could not explain what caused the blast.
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Spanish-American War

US newspapers picked up the story and blamed Spain for the explosion

Spain insisted that the explosion came from inside the ship.

Americans read the newspaper stories and demanded that Spain be punished.
“Remember the Maine!” was a popular slogan across the country

On April 25, 1898, President McKinley asked Congress to send troops fo Cuba and
America of ficially declared war on Spain

By August, the war was over and the Treaty of Paris 1898 was signed in
December.

Spain granted Cuba its freedom and the United States gained Guam, Puerto Rico,
and the Phiippines.

The United States emerged as a major world power after the victory over Spain

Roosevelt

After gaining several new ferritories in the Spanish—American War, America
needed a way to get from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean without having fo go
around South America,

President Theodore Roosevelt believed that the solution was to build a canal in
Central America.

He believed that this would help America’s economic (frading) and military (Navy)
interests.

Panama Canal
In 1882, a French company had started to build a canal in Central America
They soon stopped the project after yellow fever and malaria (carried by
mosquitoes) kiled many of the workers.
The US bought the 10-mile strefch of land from Panama, and took over
construction of the canal in 1904,
Doctors taught the workers how to combat the diseases.
Workers drained swamps, covered supplies with fents, and put in new sewers fo
stop the spread of diseases.
When the Panama Canal opened in 1914, in was a huge shorfcut between the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.
Americans now had access to world frade.
The US Navy could defend the country's interests all across the globe.
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One of the largest human migrations in history hoppened at the turn of the
cenfury.

Many people left their home countries to come to the United States.

This is called emigration - leaving your homeland fo make a long journey fo a new
country.

A person who moves fo a new country is an immigrant.

A Better Life

* Most immigrants came fo America in search of a betfer life,

+ Most were poor and wanted fo escape Europe’s rigid closs system
If you were born poor in Europe, you had litfle chance of moving into the middle or
upper class.
They believed that class didn't matter as much in America because if you worked
hard, you could find a befter life.
Innmigrants were also frying fo escape wars and persecution.
There were many wars in Europe during this time.
Many people were killed, homes were destroyed, young mend were forced fo serve
in armies.
People were also harassed because of their religious beliefs.

Where From?
Between 1860 and 1900, more than 13 million people emigrated fo the US.
Most of the immigrants were from Western Europe (Germany, Great Britain, &
Treland).
Some come from Southern and Eastern Europe (Ttaly, Greece, Poland, & Russia).
Some come from Asia, especially China & Jopan.
Some came from Mexico and Puerto Rico

Big Cities

+ Some immigrants traveled to the Midwest, where they became farmers.
Most innmigrants were so poor that they settled near the place where they came
info the US.
They settled in America’s growing cities, like New York City, Chicago, & Boston,
They of ten settled in neighborhoods with other immigrants who spoke the same
language and shared the same culture.





